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30 years – Coastal 
Life Stories Exhibition
“I think the legacy I would like to leave is 
people actually having that awareness, 
about how the coast changes. And for 

me, I think that’s bigger than anything, is 
just trying to get that message over to 

younger people and to visitors.”
Ali Ferris, 

Manager for Earth, Marine and Environmental Science, 
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

Coastal Life Stories 
Exhibition Video



30 years  
Discovery 
Fest, 
Swanage



Studland Bay 
Marine Partnership 
• Boat owners, National Trust, Parish 

Council, MMO, Conservation 
groups, businesses, Crown Estate

• 87 eco-moorings, funds by FaSS, 
private sector & Crown Estate. 

• VNAZ area marked out by buoys, 
sponsored by the Ocean 
Conservation Trust.

• Sippi daily payment system & 
compliance monitoring 

• Research & monitoring – MMO, NT 
& Southampton Uni

• Creating awareness – boat users, 
DCF, NT & Studland Watersports



Re-energising 
Dorset’s 
Economy 
• Creating awareness in 

Weymouth, Portland and 
Chickerell 

• Presenting a range of 
opportunities - 
regeneration, clean energy, 
Dorset Local Plan, 
Weymouth Masterplan, skills 
& education & open space 

• Helping to identify heritage 
& character for each town



Jurassic Coast, 
World Heritage Site
• Stakeholder workshop of over 70 

representatives – feeding into 
plans and priorities going forward

• Shared updates on WHS within 
DCF comms

• Linked WHS to our activities, 
making use of this expertise

• New WHS Officer starting in 
January



Future Charmouth and 
Future North Swanage

• Part of a nationwide programme 
led by the Environment Agency

• Aims to work with communities 
to adapt to change

• Looks at practical solutions, tests 
new ideas and builds a better 
understanding

• Develops adaptation plans with 
community led solutions

• Works with planning
• Co-ordinate advice relating to 

public liability and insurance



Flood and 
Coastal Defence
• DCF supporting plans and 

policies in Swanage, Weymouth, 
Portland, Chiswell, Lyme Regis 
and BCP area.

• Information sharing, facilitation, 
and enabling residents and 
businesses to feed into 
planning.

• On-site engagement – Preston 
Beach recycling scheme

• Exploring funding opportunities 
e.g. Heritage Lottery Funding for 
the Cobb in Lyme Regis



Swanage Green Seafront 
and Shore Road 
• Stabilisation and enhancement of green 

space adjacent to main beach
• Four options for Shore Road in response 

to Swanage Seafront Masterplan
• Around 1,400 survey responses

Swanage Neighbourhood 
Plan
• Setting out what neighbourhood plan is and 

where community can have influence
• Public facing events, plus targeted youth 

engagement



Youth 
Engagement
• Outdoor Classroom Day, 

Multi partner led, attended 
by over 160 pupils from 7 
schools, excellent feedback

• Visits to schools and 
Colleges - Weymouth 
College Environment Week, 
Atlantic Academy School

• Targeted youth 
engagement – enabling 
young people to have their 
say



Next Steps
• Continued support for 

existing projects
• Project development:

− Improved beach access
− Research project on cliff 

instability
− Submission to HLF for 

Lyme Regis Cobb surface 
improvements

• Marine Nature Recovery 
Strategy

− This is coming our way!
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