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Welcome to our 1st Edition!
Dorset Council in partnership with the
Environment Agency, Dorset Coast Forum,
Swanage Town Council and the Swanage
Coastal Change Forum are looking at options
for coastal flood defences to protect Swanage.
The scheme is in the early stages and the
consultation stage aims to incorporate
feedback on the impacts of the delivery of a
proposed flood defence scheme for Swanage.
The proposed scheme has been designed by
flood and coastal erosion risk management
authorities and at this stage we are consulting
with key stakeholders directly impacted by the
possible placement of the flood defences and
the wider public. The feedback from this
consultation will be included in the outline
business case to submit to the Environment
Agency for funding to deliver a flood defence
scheme. If funding is obtained, there will be
further consultation with the wider community
and specific groups as the scheme is
developed.
Dorset Coast Forum
Project Officer Sara
Parker will be leading the
community engagement
elements of the project
and is already becoming
a familiar face in and
around Swanage.

Working with communities to promote,
enhance and protect our coast.

Dorset_CF
DorsetCoastForum
dorsetcoast.com

Why are flood defences
needed in Swanage?
In storm events or high tide and easterly
winds, the current sea wall in Swanage
suffers from overtopping. Overtopping is
where waves are driven over the wall
causing problems for both town centre
businesses and the local community. This
is an ongoing issue and has diverse
implications for Swanage, impacting
upon the environment, businesses and
tourism. The impacts of these events on
Swanage have demonstrated the need
for improved protection.
Currently, the Environment Agency install
seasonal temporary defences to protect
the town during the winter months, but
flood events are not just restricted to the
winter season. With increasingly frequent
storms events and rising sea levels,
Coastal Engineers are currently working
towards the provision of permanent flood
defences for Swanage.

Where can I find out about the What is the proposed scheme?
The Swanage Town Coastal Defence
proposed flood defences?
This regular newsletter dedicated to the
project will be available quarterly so that
residents and visitors to Swanage can keep
up to date with how the project is progressing.
Look out too for a rolling exhibition at the
Swanage Information Centre coming soon
and also community engagement events
hosted by Dorset Coast Forum in conjunction
with our partner organisations.
To register to receive the newsletter directly,
find out about our forthcoming engagement
events in Swanage or to take part in our
consultation surveys scan the QR code
above or visit:
www.dorsetcoasthaveyoursay.co.uk/
swanage-town-centre-flood-defences
You can also follow our DCF social media
channels.

Project Officer Sara
and her dog Ziggy on
our stall at the Jubillee
celebrations in
Swanage, June 2022
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Scheme aims to provide a permanent
flood defence scheme to Shore Road and
the Mowlem Slipway area, The Square, The
Parade and Lower High Street. This central
location currently relies on emergency
temporary de-mountable flood defences
which are deployed in the winter by the
Environment Agency to protect from high
tides and storms.

The project aims to better protect 127
residential and business properties from a
1 in 200 year storm event over the next 100
years. The proposed infrastructure will
remove the need for the existing
temporary defences, maintain and
enhance access to the sea where
practicable and enhance public spaces to
make them more resilient to flooding.

This coastal defence in Portsmouth incorporates imprinted concrete
for seaweed to attach to which both enhances the ecology, and
helps absorb wave energy.

Learning in Partnership
Swanage Town Council’s Swanage Seafront
Strategy Group took a very informative trip in
May with Sara, colleagues from the Environment
Agency and some of the Dorset Council Project
Engineers to see creative coastal flood
management schemes in Portsmouth. This sort
of on-site research is vital to help shape the
opportunities for the major coastal flood
management work that can also incorporate
town public realm improvements.
Everyone involved agrees that supporting
community resilience and enhancing the
natural environment equally are central to the
outcomes of the scheme at Swanage.
Involving all the Swanage community is a vital
element of this project and to date over 100
school pupils from St Marks's Primary, Swanage
School and Purbeck School have got involved
through our Shore Learning outreach
programme. Outdoor Classroom Day on 19 May
proved a big hit with the Y4s from St Mark's who
Y10 pupils at
Swanage School
created their own
ideas for flood
defences, that also
enhance the public
spaces of
Swanage, as part
of their Healthy
Planet Challenge
Day in July.
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Outdoor Classroom Day May 2022 with St Mark's Primary Y4 pupils

joined Sara and her Environment Agency
colleague, Diamond on a Seafront Walkie
Talkie highlighting the areas that are at
flood risk, how we currently protect the
town from coastal flooding, innovative
ways that will form part of the project to
find a permanent solution and the local
effects of coastal erosion.
If you are a local school or community
organisation who would like the team to
host a Shore Learning walk or visit,
please contact Sara directly
sara.parker@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Future Events
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Dorset Coast Forum and our
project partners will be raising
awareness and engaging with
the public at these events:
5 August 2022 Swanage Carnival, near the
Information Centre

2 September 2022 Swanage Market, find us
on the Sustainable Swanage Stall

26 November 2022 Swanage Switch on the
Lights

24 September 2022 Planet Purbeck
Freshwater & Marine Group Gazebo,
Mowlem, Swanage

3 December 2022 Swanage Rotary
Christmas Market

Look out for us at Swanage Market!
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Remember to register for
direct updates via our
website!
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17 August 2022 Swanage Lifeboat Week,
near the Information Centre

3 November 2022 Outdoor Classroom Day if you are a Swanage School and would like
to get involved sign up by contacting Sara sara.parker@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

