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Overview – What will be covered:
- The MMO and its approach to plan-making.
- The South Marine Plan

- The ‘Explore Marine Plans’ digital service.
- A Policy Walk-through
- Marine Licencing

MMO teams and marine planning
The six services of the MMO:

• Enabling sustainable marine development
• Delivering sustainable fishing opportunities
• Protecting marine habitats and wildlife
• Administering marine support funds
• Providing regulatory support and guidance
• Supporting global marine protection

Marine plans support all six services

Varied responsibilities

Benefits of marine planning
Marine planning makes sure the right activities happen in the
right place, at the right time and in the right way, placing
sustainable development at the centre of all decisions.
• managing the increasing demands on space and resources
• greater clarity and guidance on what activity should or should not take
place
• enables sustainable economic growth whilst protecting the environment
• stronger understanding of the local marine resources and activities and
their potential
• providing local direction on how a marine area can be developed
• better access to data

Plan use

Marine Plan Areas
• 11 plan areas
• 6 marine plans
• Inshore (MHWS or
tidal limit – 12nm)
• Offshore (12nm –
200nm or territorial
limit)
• 20-year horizon

South Marine Plan Area!
- ~30 local
authorities
- 6 areas of
Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
- 20,000 square
kilometres of
inshore and
offshore waters
across 1,000
kilometres of
coastline.

The South Marine Plan Documents
Documents:
•
•
•
•

South Marine Plan
South Technical Annex
Sustainability Appraisal
Habitats Regulation Assessment

• Marine Plan Vision
• Marine Plan Objectives
• Marine Plan Policies
Folkestone in Kent to the River Dart in Devon. Up to
mean high water spring mark. Out to French/Channel
Island jurisdiction.

Implementing (using) the marine plan
Why do you need to take account of marine plans?
It is a legal requirement for marine plans to be considered in all decisions that affect
England's marine area, now and into the future.
Decisions that take account of marine plans:
• have a reduced risk of legal challenge
• are informed by the best available evidence
• and are considered against wider context, both on land and at sea
This means that England's marine area is managed sustainably and time and money
can be saved.

Implementation of marine plans
(Marine and Coastal Access Act S.58)
• Principally through decisions made by public authorities in line with section 58
of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (MCAA)
• Authorisation or enforcement decisions must be “in accordance with” the
relevant marine planning documents unless relevant considerations indicate
otherwise S.58(1)
• Decisions not taken in accordance with the marine plans - the public authority
must state its reasons (S.58(2))
• A public authority must have regard to marine plans in taking any other
decision which relates to the exercise of any function capable of affecting the
UK marine area (S.58(3))

Monitoring marine plan policy
• MMO monitor adopted marine plans, supporting ongoing improvement

• Statutory requirement to monitor and report to Parliament
• every 3-years for each adopted marine plan (MMO)
• every 6 years on all marine plans together (Defra)

• The reports present a wide range of data, including from annual surveys

Policies
Climate Change

Infrastructure

Aggregates

Seascape

Underwater Noise

Access

Social

Biodiversity

Non-native
Oil and Gas
Invasive Species
Heritage

Employment
Renewables

Seascape

Fisheries

Carbon Capture and Storage

Co-existence
Dredging
Marine Protected
Areas
… They all connect

Marine Plan policy
walk through
Ask questions in slido #IMP16

Decision Makers – Policy Consideration
• Each policy is a test of the proposal

• The policies cover a wide range of topics including:
- activities and uses
- economic, social and environmental considerations
- cross-cutting issues such as the join up between decision-making
on land and at sea, or between national and local

It is important to consider the plan as a whole
when making decisions

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

Proposals should demonstrate that for the lifetime of
the proposal that: 1) they are resilient to the effects of
climate change 2) they will not have a significant
adverse impact upon climate change adaptation
measures elsewhere

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

In respect of 2) proposals should demonstrate that
they will, in order of preference: a) avoid b) minimise
c) mitigate the significant adverse impacts upon
these climate change adaptation measures.

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Proposals in areas where a licence for extraction of
aggregates has been granted or formally applied for
should not be authorised, unless it is demonstrated
that the other development or activity is compatible
with aggregate extraction.

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities
3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Proposals that enhance or promote tourism and
recreation activities will be supported.
Proposals for development must demonstrate that
they will, in order of preference:
a) avoid
b) minimise
c) mitigate significant adverse impacts on tourism
and recreation activities.

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Proposals for sustainable aquaculture in identified areas of potential
sustainable aquaculture production will be supported.
Proposals in existing or within potential sustainable aquaculture
production areas must demonstrate consideration of and
compatibility with sustainable aquaculture production.
Where compatibility is not possible, proposals must demonstrate
that they will, in order of preference: a) avoid b) minimise c) mitigate
significant adverse impacts on sustainable aquaculture d) if it is not
possible to mitigate significant adverse impacts, proposals should
state the case for proceeding.

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere

2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Appropriate land based infrastructure
which facilitates marine activity (and
vice versa) should be supported.

Policy walk through
1. Policies that are relevant to all
sectors or apply everywhere
2. Definitive spatial policies with a clear
preference for certain activities

3. Existing use policies enabling
coexistence

4. Future use safeguarding policies

5. Strategic policies which directly
support diversification, skills
enhancement or employment across all
activities

6. Policies which support preferred
methods and approaches, including
best practice and support identification
of the best way to successfully achieve
a proposal

Preference should be given to proposals for
cable installation where the method of installation
is burial.
Where burial is not achievable, decisions should
take account of protection measures for the
cable that may be proposed by the applicant.
Where burial or protection measures are not
appropriate, proposals should state the case for
proceeding without those measures.

Explore Marine
Plans

Explore Marine Plans
MMO mapping tool service to
find and view:
• Marine data on a map of
the English marine area
• Information on marine
planning licences relating
to a specific area
• Policy information from the
marine plans
For further information on Explore Marine Plans, view our guide at
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-of-marine-plans

MMO Marine
Licensing

MMO decision-making
Authorisation and enforcement decisions s58(1)
• While marine plans are new, use and application is broadly the same as
land-based plans

• Ideally, applications should consider marine plan policies at the preapplication stage
• The need for consideration of the plans as a whole, as it is likely that
several plan policies will be pertinent to any proposal
• Incorporation of marine plan policy assessment into any decision
notices currently completed by decision-makers
• Refer to the s58(1) worked example available on the MMO website
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-marine-plans

Marine licensing implementation
Legal Obligation
• reduces the potential for legal challenge to decisions
• need to show how policies are being complied with
Improves the audit trail
• shows the decision making process clearly
• requirement to show policies are being complied with
Better informed decision making
• can be used to validate decisions which go against the
marine plan
• provides a record to aid future decision making
• base document to defend any legal challenge
• Promotes sustainable development

Completing the assessment
• Level of detail from applicants
– The applicant should identify which marine plan area the proposal
is in and consider marine plan policies at the pre-application stage
– Marine Licensing request additional information as required.
– Applicants can supply detail up front
– Early engagement with ML

• Time spent sourcing evidence to address policies
– size and scale
– proportionate to risk
• MMO Public Register

Key Links
• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty:
https://landscapesforlife.org.uk/aboutaonbs/aonbs/overview
• MMO Marine Plan Areas, England:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/go
vernment/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/325688/marine_plan_area
s.pdf
• Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009
/23/section/58
• South Marine Plan + Technical Annex:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/the-south-marine-plans-documents

MMO

Lauren James (South Marine Planner)
lauren.james@marinemanagement.org.uk; Alex Curd
(National Planner) alex.curd@marinemanagement.org.uk

Thank you and any questions?

