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Firstly I’d like to say welcome and thank you for coming to our aquaculture showcase 
event. Today we are going to be looking at a few of the innovative projects that have 
been happening in Dorset. This event came about because of the results of the CEFAS 
mapping project are ready to be presented and we thought, why not show off some of 
the other projects happening. 

Aquaculture has been around in Dorset for many years but in the past 5-10 years there 
seems to have been more forward steps specifically focussing on growing the industry in 
Dorset. The word is out about what Dorset has got to offer and the innovative projects 
that are happening here is spreading on a national level- the Dorset Coast forum sit on 
national aquaculture leadership group and we can see that the developments that are 
happening here are unique in England and we want to help the industry capitalise on 
that momentum.

Dorset has a number of long standing and successful businesses operating both onshore, 
intertidal and offshore, with different species being produced for different markets- and 
we have great potential for those operators to grow and for new or established 
operators to come to Dorset.

We have the largest several order in England where managed aquaculture and 
cultivation can take place and the largest production area in England for pacific oysters -
Pia Bateman from SIFCA will be talking about that later on this morning.
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The Dorset Coast Forum’s involvement with aquaculture started about 4/5 years ago 
when we thought about setting up the Fisheries Local Action Group. We set about doing 
research into the local fishing industry and from our consultations, aquaculture became 
one of the priorities for the group. 

A number of aquaculture projects have been supported through that funding from the 
FLAG. One such project was the aquaculture mapping which Simon Kershaw from CEFAS 
is presenting on today and hopefully he has his interactive map that you can play with 
later on. We have also had other projects such as looking at the feasibility into Seaweed 
cultivation in the area and potential markets for it- the interest generated around 
seaweed has led to the creation of a new start up looking at seaweed cultivation and we 
think that with more research like this into cultivation and new markets that there is 
potential for more start-ups and trails.

In addition to this, DCF have been trailing having an aquaculture development officer, 
Martin Syvret in post for 18 months, to support the local industry and also to help create 
a Strategy for a Dorset Marine Aquaculture Industry to provide a collective voice and 
ambition- Martin Sutcliffe- who will be carrying on this work will talk more about the 
strategy in one of our presentations. And we will also talk about the Aquaculture Virtual 
Hub which is a one stop resource hub for the industry and which Martin Syvret has been 
busy creating for us.
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https://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/news-article/high-potential-opportunity-for-dorset-s-
sustainable-aquaculture

The DCF were part of the this High Potential Opportunity from the Department of 
International Trade which promotes investment on a national and international scale to 
potential investors and aquaculture operators and perfectly summarises the offer that 
we have here.

It outlines that we have:

Potential locations for aquaculture including the Portland Port, Poole Harbour, 
Agricultural land and other locations along the coast

Access to an integrated supply chain and work force

Access to world-class science to support the industry such as CEFAS, Sustainable 
Aquaculture Futures at Exeter University, The marine innovation centre at Plymouth and 
the institute of marine sciences at Portsmouth uni and of course NOC over the border in 
Southampton.

Access to support through Economic Development Teams and other partnerships such 
as the Growth Hub

Access to exisiting Marine Services who are established here

Access to training and skills- such as the new aquaculture course at Kingston Maurward
to support new entrants into the industry

I recommend you check this out- it sits on the LEP website.
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Eventbrite One Health Aquaculture Expo 
Ticket Link

Dorset Council Economic Growth Strategy

https://www.dorsetlep.
co.uk/local-industrial-
strategy

A great step forward is the recognition of agritech/aquaculture as a high growth sector 
in the Local Industrial Strategy from the LEP. The LIS outlines an ambition to leverage 
Dorset's position as a global leader in sustainable enviro-tech and food production 
sectors. The local industrial strategy links to the National Industry Strategy so having 
Aquaculture within this gives it key to pushing development. The LEP are holding an 
Aquaculture EXPO event in March for businesses and investors under their One Health 
Initiative so please do register your interest for that.

We feel that the aquaculture industry has the potential to capitalise upon that and there 
are a number of projects that we want to showcase to yourselves today which are 
helping us get to that position. 
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This is the agenda for today- I’ll hand over to Simon to kick us off with the CEFAS 
mapping. We will be having a panel session at the end of all 4 presentations so there is 
an opportunity to ask questions to all our presenters then so if you have a question, 
perhaps write it down and ask them at the end.

Without further ado…
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More information on the Dorset Coast 
Forum and it’s work can be found at:

www.dorsetcoast.com

6


