
Climate Adaptation
Dorset Coast Forum, 21 November 2019

Chris Skelly, Head of Programmes

(Research and Intelligence)

The colour scale goes from 7.6°C (dark blue) to 10.8°C
https://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2018/warming-stripes/
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‘Safe levels’ of 
Glyphosate shown to 
disrupt microbiome, 
study claims

The Guardian
16 May 2018

Arthur Nelsen
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Everything is going to change.

4



A science-led social movement 

facilitating community-led 

restoration of natural systems.
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Mitchell and Popham 2008, 
Effect of exposure to natural 
environment on health 
inequalities: an observational 
population study, The Lancet, 
372, 1655-1660. 
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< 1 hour
shifts the skin 

and nasal 
microbiomes
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gut microbiome
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Flies et al. 2017
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Transformative and Regenerative Climate-Resilient Futures
Songdo, South Korea – 8-12 April 2019
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I. 

Foster a 
‘Nature 
First’ 
Culture

To ensure environmental stewardship 

I) Fostering a “nature-first” global culture to ensure environmental stewardship 

Building global climate resilience requires going beyond nature conservation. The 
restoration and continuous regeneration of the different ecosystems in the face of 
climate change are needed to maintain and enhance its ecosystem services. 

1) Building on local and indigenous practices and knowledge, as well as inclusive public 
dialogues, to foster a “nature-first” global culture  
2) Enabling life-long learning in environmental stewardship
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II. 

Retool 
Global 
Cooperation

To effectively respond to future climate risks

II) Retooling global cooperation to effectively respond to future climate risks

New global cooperation tools and frameworks are essential to guarantee the 
sustainability of natural resource use, as well as peace and human security globally. 
Achieving the SDGs alone may be insufficient to address future risks, including those 
relating to new and rising inequalities, and to enhanced impacts of climate change. 

3) Ensuring universal equitable coverage of, and open-access to, (big) data and 
information relevant to climate resilience
) Facilitating the conservation, restoration and equitable management of natural 
resources, particularly in regard to water resources and biodiversity
Facilitating the equitable governance and multilevel coordination of both intra-national 
and international human mobility associated with the adverse effects of climate change
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III.

Transforming 
sectoral 
approaches

To sustain long-term regenerative resilience

I) Fostering a “nature-first” global culture to ensure environmental stewardship 

Building global climate resilience requires going beyond nature conservation. The 
restoration and continuous regeneration of the different ecosystems in the face of 
climate change are needed to maintain and enhance its ecosystem services. 

1) Building on local and indigenous practices and knowledge, as well as inclusive public 
dialogues, to foster a “nature-first” global culture  
2) Enabling life-long learning in environmental stewardship

14



What now?
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Optimism...

Climate heating
Ecosystem collapse
Inequality
Chronic disease
Population aging
Failing health system
Economic system
Rapidly changing technology
Polarising political discourse
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